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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acl^nowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The Information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 6/1 0/2005 has been 
considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "characterized in that: the pivot comprises, In the 
region of the end of the steering column furthest from the fork, on its exterior surface" is 
not clear, which one Is characterized the steering headset or the pivot. It is unclear, 
what the term "its" refers to. 

Regarding claim 1, the phrase "complementing those of the pivot, is provided" is 
not clear, which one Is provided to allow the axial clamping. 
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Regarding claim 2, the phrase "consist of a ring of determined length slipped 
around the pivot and fixed to the latter" Is not clear, what is detenmine length and fixed 
to the later. 

Regarding claim 9, the claim does not recite any further limitation. 

5. The claims 1-9 are generally nan^ative and indefinite, failing to conform with 
current U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

7. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Klein, Jr. (3,785,676). 

Klein, Jr. in figures 1-2, discloses an assembly for a bicycle fork and of a steering 
headset on a steering column (24) of a bicycle frame. The fork is being secured to a 
pivot, which is extended beyond the end of the steering column furthest from the fork to 
allow the attachment of a handlebar by externally clamping the pivot. The steering 
headset comprises a lower bearing (figure 4) and an upper bearing, which are arranged 
between the pivot and column, while an adjusting means for adjusting he axial clamping 
of the steering headset provided. The pivot comprises first connecting means at an end 
portion of the steering column. The steering column has no such connecting means at 
the extension, which is used to attach of the handlebar. Klein, Jr. also discloses a 
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bushing (70), which is equipped with second connecting means to allow the axial 
clamping of the steering headset to be adjusted by collaboration with the first 
connecting means. 

Regarding claims 2 and 10, Klein, Jr. discloses the connecting means consisting 
a ring (50). 

Regarding claim 3, Klein, Jr discloses the ring having an external screw thread 
constituting the first connecting means. 

Regarding claim 4, Klein, Jr. discloses the second connecting means that are 
formed by an internal screw thread provided on the bushing and the conjugate of that of 
the ring. 

Regarding claim 5, Klein, Jr. discloses the ring that is fixed to the pivot by bonding. 
Regarding claim 6, Klein, Jr. discloses the pivot, which is made of composite and 
the attached ring is made of metal. 

Regarding claim 7, Klein, Jr. discloses the bushing that is formed of a steering 

cup. 

Regarding claim 8, Klein, Jr. discloses a rotation-proofing brake, which is provided 
between the bushing and the pivot. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Arlen discloses a handlebar assemblies. 
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Any inquiry concerning ttiis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner sfiould be directed to Hau V. Pfian wliose telephone number is 571-272-6696. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on 571-272-6914. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


Hau V Phan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3618 



